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Washinotow, Feb. S, 1895.

F**e« pervades the atmosphere here to a great extent,
sad a feverish anticipation of the result of the pending
fngottatlens exists among all classes. There are many

regard a speedy peace as almost certain to grow out
M the Interview between the President and the Stephens

Allegation ; while others regard it as only an initiatory
Mem wkioh will require a further prosecution of the war,
aai bumbling of the military power of the rebellion, to
I* Msg It.to a successful result.
The tdra has become fixed in the pmbtto mind here,

MMtg offlc ais and Congressmen as well as among pri¬
vate eitisens, that the termination of the war tt not Car
distant, however the present movement may result. The
adMesial Indications of the two morning pa-
yea here, which are regarded as to a certain
extent officially inspired, have been eagerly scanned
aad generally quoted to-day as conclusivs evidence that

Mi higher official circles peaoe is believed to be st hand,
..i that the government Is dlspoeed to make liberal
teaMMtos upon ail hot vital points to attain that remit.
MM peace rumors have of coarse ben multitudinous

mt ssatandlctoiy. The Interviews, -taking place at
hMW Msoroe instead of In Washington, of eourss pre-
Mais fee poealbtllty ef anything reliable leaking oat. A
¦apart kaa been In slrculatlcn bsre this afternoon and
araalag that Jeff. Davis himself had corns through the
feeee, and was In consultation with Mr. Lincoln, either at

Point «r Fortreee Monroe. Or course this Is merely
aa Improbable rumor, and, like hundreds of other
HMMa% without foundation, exoept la the vivid Imaglna-
Meaa ef peaoe eathuslasts.

A greet change has taken place to-day In the tone of
Aa peaoe democrats la Congress. Heretofore they have
¦eeated the Idea that the rebels would negotiate upon any
ether basis than a precedent recognition of Southern In-
iapeadence; but to-day they eay that they have been
aUslaken, and that the matter le more asrlous than they
hai supposed, U(| that there le a good prospect of a sst-
Msassat without recognition and without further fighting.
4a before elated, nothing ie authoritatively known of

wtot has transpired within the last twenty four hours at
frsMuss Monroe, and thcee reports ars given for what
h*y ars worth, aa straws which show ths drift which
areata and opinions ars taking.

It la satisfactory to know, that while the country le
trUHng to aooept peace, and even make largs concessions
to attain It, military Operation are aot delayed or re¬
laxed ; hot, on the contrary, are being pushed forward

as rapidly aa poaslbls, and oa a eoale more vast and com¬
prehensive than at any previous tims during the war.
lbonId peaceful means fall to secure peace, the army and
navy will do It without unreasonable or unnecemary
May.
Important military news may be looked for within a

iwy raw days which will gladden ths heart of the na-

Mea, and In any event hasten the final downfall of the
nbdllon, and the consequent restoration of pea. e and
prosperity to the ooantry.

In referee e to the rnmor elsewhere not toed, that
PeC Davis was In consultation with the Preetdent within
sor knee, it should be statsd that a member of the Cabl-
aet, In reply to an inquiry upon the subject this eve-

alag, replied that he would neither confirm nor contra-
Ikt It, but that events would show whether they were
oerreet or not

It le well known that Secretary Stanton has heretofore
aot only been strongly oppoeed to negotiation with the
seMs on any basis otbsr than aa unconditional submis¬
sion, but baa had no (kith In the pocstblllty of ob¬
taining a eettlement upon any adtniaaeble terms at pre¬
sent To-day, however, In conversstlon with an ex-
¦Maker of Congress, ha oonveyed the Idea that there
MSa probability of aa early and amicable termination of
feswsr.

Wa.«bti»qto!», Feb. S, 1805.
The climax la the peace aegotlatlons Is st hand. Davis

has made a temporary alliance with General Lee, but
Ibam that the fight upon him (Davis) at Richmond srlll
¦eon force Lee to break loose. Be is, therefore, deter¬
mined to agree upon terms at ones to savs himself.
The Precedent stated be ore he left, yesterday, that

feore was more significance In hie meeting the rebel
eemmlselouere on ths Jsmes river than If they were

aemlng bare. Terms ars at hand. Tou nsed not be sur¬
prised to hear of Davla, Lee, Linooln, Howard and Orant
ketng nloaeted together within the next five days.
Only one member of the Cabinet has bssn consulted.

m. Seward.
The articles en pears In ths ChnmicU yssterdsy and

today ware prompted at hsadquartsra. They are signi¬
ficant.

Mr. lvCadwallader'a Oeepntchee.
City Potm, Feb. 1, IMS.

the rumors of a few days past that "peace commls-
Mewne" from the rebel government were soliciting per¬
mission to rass through our lines In front of P. tersborg,
and proceed to Wssklngton, were oon firmed at an early
kaur yesterday forenoon, by Lleutanant Colonel Bab
aaek, of Lieutenant General Grant's staff, being specially
ieputsd to an*«er the rafcel flag of truce and escort the
party to City Point. He ftmeeeded to the front In ths
morning for that perpoae , but owing to come Informality,
Or misapprehension ef the precise time at which our
aethotitles would bo prepa.sed to receive them, a tcdloua
ielsr ensued, aad the satire Slay waa consumed in get¬
ting fairly Into our Host

It seems that the eomm esl. msrs.Alexandsr H. Ste¬
phens, R. M. T. Hunter and Jo *n A. Campbell.arrived

M Petersburg on Sunday eveni>*. expecting to reach
City Puint without let or hiadrstu* Mondsy morning,
and hasten on their way to Weehlnfc'ton. But Monday
passed away tn fruitless attempts to getv through, and the
trie rstarned to Petersburg to await the <f*«U 9t Utslf

application. Whn Lieutenant Colonel Babcock arrived
at tbe Mm ha wu obliged to wall until they
could In, notified Hd make their appearance. They were
w*01" «eaied to tba reoel linee hy a large concoi.no of

including many ladies, who war* plainly dis-
..'alWe from oar lines.
T#s two aanms m cokvrssitior or run nuca qcasnow.
Ths fact of their coning waa Intended to ha kept pro-

i fosRily aecrat nntil the laat moment ; but, In iplte of the
Ignorance of tome officials and the reticence of others,
the aflklr leaked out, and the fame of their mlaaion haa
preceded them. Both armtea thoroughly understood
the object and Importaaca of tha and to ha
gained, and seemed to vie with each other

in manlfeatlng a proper appreciation. By common con-

Vent all picket trlng waa auapeaded, groupe and crowds
Of officers and aoldlers congregated on the breestworks

and parapets from morning till night, and the lines of
both annlas preaented the appearance of a gala day
from the Appomattox to the Weldon Railroad. At
potato where they aeared each other, Interrogatories
and repartees were constantly Interchanged. Many of
the rebel pickets assured oars that "peace was certain In
thirty days." Others were yelling that "If old Stephens
leu Mow be wts mighty surs," *c., to. All appeared
delighted at what eeema to us a very remote prospect of
oeseatlon of hostilities, and expressed themselves confi¬
dent that la some way the war would be ended through
theee negotiations. Tktrt son 6s no mistaking tte fact
if a widespread tUtirt and erptciation in LWt a>my
that thei hav* fought their last battle, and that w.thin a

short, though Indefinite, time terms of peace will be
agreed upon, their military organizations disbanded, and
ths men permitted to return to their homes. Tour read¬
ers will Inquire, "Can this be sof" Thinking men will
be slow to believe It. The difficulties are many and
formidable, and the temper and spirit of neither section
very promising for negotiation and compromise.
wan-to* or m psacs ookkibhoxem bt our ruoora.
On being received.half way between the picket llneo

of the contending armies.they were oonducted through
the chevcru-defriu and ditches, over the breastworks and
ether defences, conveyed thenee in ambulances to the
Military Railroad, and from thereto this place In a special
train waiting for the purpose. Hundreds of persons had
congregated to catch a glimpse of the noted rebels;
but nothing unbecoming the dignity of soldiers aad gen-

| Ueman waa said or doue. As the train moved off for
City Point the cheering waa loud aad long oontinued, and
many a brave fellow offered a hearty I avocation for aa
honorable peace.
The newa of their coming bad gained a considerable

circulation during the afternoon, and hundreds were

standing about tbe depot when the train arrived at City
Point. A road was finally cleared through the orowd
and tbe party conveyed to General Grant 'a headquarters.
After a short interview they were conducted to the steam¬
boat Mary Martin, remained on her over night, and are
expe ted to proceed on ber to Waahlngton to day.
The rebel Assistant Agent of Exchange, CoL Hatob, ac¬

companies *' the commission" as secretary. One colore*
sen-ant and four trunks constitute tbe travelling Incum¬
brances of the party.

Citt Porrr, Va., Feb. S, 1800.
na ooxjBsarainn drtaireo at cm point.

The ekeltlng topic of conversation everywhere is the
subject of pesoe in connection with the peaoo commis¬
sioners. As in other matters, men's opinions vary as mat h
as their faces; but very few profess to believe that the
preeent negotiations will lead to an Immediate eesaatlon
.f hostilities.
Contrary to ths gsnsral expectation the rebel party re¬

mained at City Point throughout yesterday on the Mary
j Martin, instead of proceeding on their way to Waahlng¬

ton, as all hoped and believed they would. No reason
for tho delay or dstsntlon was assigned by those sap-
posed to know; yet the general Impression was that a
"hitch" had somehow or somewhere occurred, aad that
It wsa by as means ssrtain the party would ha persisted
to go any further. All agree now that as Old Abe "has
put his foot down," he should "go ths whole hog. "

It is impossible to learn here why they are not allowed
to proceed, or what the authorities at Washington pro¬
pose or desire to do.
Major Rickstts, who arrived here last evening aad had

an Interview with Messrs. Stephens, Huatsr aad Camp-
hell, Is probably bsarer of some messsge, official or un¬

official, that will determine the fUtars course to be pur¬
sued. I

Mr. S. T. BalhUf'i Despatch.
fkwnin Mowaox, Va, Fsb. 2, 1861.

Bon. Wm. H. Seward, Secretary of State, arrived her*
it an early bear this morning, la the despatch boat
JUver Queen, from Washington, lie la supposed to
be here for the purpose of meeting the rebel
Ties Preeldent Alexander H. Stephens, peace com¬

missioner from Richmond, who la hourly expected
to arrlvo from City Point It la known that a
flag of truce was aent Into our lines yesterday for the
purpoee of obtaining permission for Mr. Stevens and
Robert Ould, Commissioner of Exchange, to paaa through ;
but by tome mistake the permission was not granted.
Today, however, they are expected to arrive, and In
sompany with Mr. Seward will proceed to Washington.

Mr. Seward, sines his arrival, has remained entirely
secluded on board the Rlvsr Queen.

Frvs o'clock P. M.
Oeneral Grant's flagboat, M. Martin, has Juit arrived,

bringing the rebel peace commissioners, Alex. H.
Stephens, Hunter, of Vs., and Mr. Campbell.
The River Queen, with Secretary Seward on board, Is

anchored a short dlstanoe from the wharf, and as 1 writs
tbe M. Martin Is Just coming alongside of her.

Mr. Theodore C. Wilson's Despatch.
BcroRS Pmasacao, m tub Fisld, Jan. 81, IMS.

Rica
The camps are full of rumors In relation to the peace

qusstlon. And yet within eesy beariag of those who
help circulate these rumors are still heard the thunders
of hostlls cannon and tbe "ph-whls" of rebel small
shot. It may be, though, that these peace rumors come as
doea the rainbow.while the rain la still fkMIng and the
sky ovstcast with threatening clouda

onw aan ro nsxioo.

Now that there seems to be some Indication that Mis
war w 11 be ended during tbe next sampalgn, both offi¬
cers and men talk much and seriously, too. on the sub¬
ject of eur relations with Mexloo, and are strongly In fa¬
vor sf a march to the Rio Grande and a campaign In aa

enemy's country. Indeed, so strong Is this feeling that
not a few believe It must corns eventually, and are aa
much prepared aa they ever will be to engags la the en¬

terprise.
Tho Preae Despatch.

Portukss Moimos, Peb. 1, 1840.
Messrs. Alexander H. Stephens, R. M. T. Hunter end

Judge Campbell, and other rebel peace commlsalon
era, arrived burs this afternoon, from City Point, In
Lieutenant General Grant's special despatch steamer the
Mary Martin.

Secretary Seward was on board the steamer River
.Queen, waiting to receive them.

Immediately upon the arrival of the commissioners
both steamers proceeded to an anchorage In the stream,
Side by side.
At this writing, a quarter past Ave o'clock, as the Louisi¬

ana leaves for Baltimore, the steamers are atill out In tbe
stream.

Peace.
[Prom the Washington Chronicle, Peb. 8.]It la a Tact that, whenever occaelon offers, the twe

armies, I'nlon snd Confederate, fraternize with peculiar
enth'islasm. Why Is thief la It not because they are
of the name blond? Is it not because they have fought
on the ..me battle flelds? And Is not this manlfeststion
an Oku.hulon of their mutual devotion to the old flagf
Thus we find in tbe Richmond Ssn'tnet of the 81st of
January. that "whan Mgesrs. Stephens, Hunler and
Campbell pa**ed through our lines on their wav to Wash
Ington, the shouting along the lines eras prolonged and
enthuslastlo." Ana again: "Once before theaolama-
tlous of the army were united. When they lay con¬
fronted at Fredericksburg, a flne military band played, In
succession, 'Yankee Doodle ' 'Dixie' and ether national
airs. These were appropriately responded to by the
two armies alternately: but when the band struck up'Horn*-, Sweet Home.' the oppoalng ramps forgot their
hostliitloa and united In vociferous tribute to the common
sentiment," And whet Is this common sentlmsnt? ItIs a common sentiment of remembrance and venerationfor ths glorious past It Is a common sentiment to be
respected In this significant uour. Yeeterriay It waa an-Bounced ll,at tbe President of tbe I'nlted Stales had

mi .
Portrnss Monroe. The mere rumor caused athrill In evary icysl American heart ll suggested that,m his sovereign capacity, he had gone there for lbs pup.puss of concluding paaue with tho Ooafsdarats author!-

THE CONFLAGRATION IN SAVANNAH.

Scene of the Fire.Map Showing the Blocks Bnmed and the
House Where the Fire Commenced, also the

Rebel Arsenal and Water Works.
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tics; that Mr. Award had proceeded to consult with
these authorities tu sufficiently known. We have
been overwhelmed with telegrama and letters from
fri' nda who are anxious to know whether thes- effort* to
sscore peace between the "ftabllshed govajpmeut of
the United States and the unfortunate and misguided
people assailing It ha<. e any foundation. In reply vee
nave to say that we hope these effort*, whether coiningfrom private Individuals or public person*, may sac-eon.
For our own psrt. slavery being practically ana con«tltu-
tlonally abolished, we are ready to conc'de everything

l else to rsgaM our err ng brethren. On the snltfect of cm-
Mnatton, who doe* not know that many of the leading
republicans hi Congress objected to the law, which
has been partially and Ineffectively en'ored?
Who does not know that those who have pur¬
chased under th's law in the city of Washington and else¬
where, admit that they have the frailest of titles? Why
set, than, at once give up a law for the sakeofper-

! petual p ace, which all nations In times of war have re-

[ gaoled as temporary? Next . omee the amnesty procla¬
mation, with all its exceptions as to great offenders.
Why not mske this general without exception? Are we
afraid of them ? Do we fear their reappearance at ths
federal capital? Are we of the free North, every (Nate
of wh eh to committed and sworn sgainst slavery.withWest Virginia, Marylaud, Nevada, and the Incoming free
Territories.are we afraid to admit any of our country¬
men, submitting to the (^institution and obeying the
laws, to all the privileges of the American Union? If
we are, we are unworthy of the destiny whl. h haa
been transmitted to us by our fathers and theirs.
Or shall we send the rapidly demoralising rebel arm?
into Mexico? i hall we allow It to reinforce the minion of
Louis Napoleon, Maximilian? Shall we hold the position

of Franco after the Revolution, when ber expatriated no
bllliv plotted the great conspiracies which undermined
the First Cons I and oontrtbuted to hie terrible and final
overthrow? Shall we allow the desperate men who may
be expelled from the United states In the event of a sud¬
den peace to Intrigue against the country thsy once

dearly hived, or shall we take them back to meet the
ffe|> ople of the free 8iates of Amerl-a? Whatever Mr.
Lincoln's policy K whether he is at Fortress Monroe or
Id the city of Washington, we believe he possesses the
sublime attribute of rewarding the friends of the Union,
and forgiving all the eoemi a of the Union who are
r»ady to return to the old flag.

REBEL ACCOUNT8.

¦ketch of the History of the leveral Peace
Negotiations Between the Rebels and
the Administration.

[From the Richmoid Whig, Jan. 81.1
The State of South Carolina, having resumed her Inde¬

pendence Peoember 20, 1800, Immediately there¬
after d-spatched commissioners to Wsshlngton to adjust
all questions growing out of her membership of separa¬
tion from the I'nlon. They arrived at Washington De¬
cember the 27tb. The then President, Mr. Buchanan,having aecllned to receive them In their official capacity,
they withdrew from Uie federal capital January U, 1861.
No further effort was made by auy Slate or by the

Confederate States until the Inaugural on of the new
President, Abraham Lincoln, whl< h event occurred the
4tli of March. 1841, and on the following day, March
6. Messrs. John Forsyth. Martin J. Crawford, and A. B.
Roman, commissioners or the C ongress from the Confed¬
erate Plates, arrlvod at Washington. In a nols to Mr
Seward, dated March 12, they announced their arrival
and stated the objects of their mission as follows:.
With a view to a speed? adjustment of aU questions grow¬ing out of this political sepsration upon such terma of saltysod good will as tbs respective Interests, geogrsplilcsl con¬

tiguity and futurs welfare of the two nations Biar render
necessary, the underalgned are Instructed to mate to the
government of ttae United Htatoa overtures for the opeolngof negotiations, assuring the government of the United
Stales that the President, Congress and people of the Con¬
federate Htatea earnestly desire a peaceful solution of theee
great questions; that It Is neither their Interest nor their
wish to mske any demand which Is not founded In strictest
Justice, sor to do sn.v aet W> Iniure their late confederates.
The undersigned have now the honor, In obedience to the

Instructions of their government, to request von to sp-pulnt ae early a day ss possible In order thst they maypresent to ths Preatdent of the United Ktate* the
credentials which they hear, and the objects of the missionwith which thsy sre charged.
To this note Mr. Seward, on the Ith of April, sent a

lenghty reply, 4nUd tt« 1AM qf March, the most material
paragraph of which Is subjoined
The decretory of Htate frankly confesses that he under-

stands tbs events which bare recently occurred, ard ths con¬
dition nf political affairs which setuslly exists In the psrt of
the Union to which hie silenUon has thus bees directed, verydifferently f-om Lhe sspect la which they are presentedby Messrs. Foraytn and Crawford. Ms sees In them not a
rightful sad aommpltshed revolution and sn independentnation, with an established government, hut rather a perver¬sion of a temporary and partisan eiettemeat to the Incon¬
siderate purposes of an unjustifiable and unconstitutional
aggreaaten open the rights and the authority vested In thefederal government, and hitherto so benignly eierctaed. as
from their very nature they always must be so sisrclsed.for tho malotensaee of the Union, preservation of
liberty and the security, peace, welfare, hspplnooeand sggrandlsement of the American people. The
Hocretar) of State, therefore, avows to Messrs. Forsyth snd
Crawford that be looka patiently hut confide n III for the sure
of evils which hare resulted from proceedings sn unneces¬
sary, so onwlss. so unusual and so unnatural, not to Irregu¬lar negotiations, having In view sew and untried relations
with »genetea unknown to and aetlng In derogation of the
constitution and laws, hut to regular and considerate srtlon
Of the people of those Htales, in oo-operation with their
brethren la the nlbsr p totes, through tbs Concrwaaef theUnited Mtates. end such .itraordlnary eonventlona, If theie
shall be need thereof, as the federal constitution contem¬
plates snd suthortses to be aaaemhled.
Upon the receipt of this communication the commis¬

sioners immediately withdrew from tho federal espltalsnd a hostile fleet having sailed from New York for
Charleston, orders worn given from Montgomery for lbs
rednctlon of Fort Sumter, which wsre put In sxscatloa
oa the 12th and 18th of April.
From that time to the present It Is not known thst anyformal sfforta lisvs been mads to Initials negotiations,though President Davis has omitted an opportunity for

declaring publicly and officially the daslre of tho Con¬
federate Mates to eud ths wsr on terms mul> ally honor¬
able and beneficial to the belligerents, and Congress lias,la vsrtous r solutions and addresses, refloated the dec la
ration. A safe conduct was once aaked for Mr Stephensto go to Washington, but the only pur|>one avowed wns
that be ralt'ht arsnge w th the authorities there more
humans refutations for the treatment and exchange of
prisoners or war. The permission sought for was re
fused. Ths effort of Messrs. Holcombe snd Clsv to opennagatlationg tma Canada wag tiaaruesd sa being by

authority her*, white the visit of lfeftsrs. Jnquesa and
Kirk# to tht* city waa equally disavowed at Wash ngtou.
About three week* ago Fr.uir.iK P. Blair, unexpected,

mode his appearance In front of our lines, below thla
City, and solicited permission to come to Richmond. The
privilege waa planted. After one or more confidential
Interviews wllh President Davis ha returned to Washing-
ton, and In a few days reappeared here. The reault ta
that three of our asoet dlxtlngutMied citizens have been
commissioned to go to Washington, and left thla eity yea-
tarda/ on that er.-ad.

BKBTCHM OP THK PCAOI CO**IS8ION**S.
[From the Richmond Wh'g.)

JOHN A. CAMPBEIL.
John Archibald Campbell, ion of Duncan G. Campbell,

was born In Wilkas county, Gs rgia, in June, 1812. Ha
graduated at the University of Athena at nn early age.He afterward entered as a radet In the Military Academy
of West Point, completing three years at that Inatitution.
The decease of bis father Induced him to retlgu his

commission and return to hla native 8tate with a view of
pursuing the profession of law.
He commenced tha practice of hla profession In Mont¬

gomery, Alabama While residing there he served In the
Legislature during a year of much local agitation. In
1837 ha removed to Mobile, and continued with the grsat-
eatmm lils profosalon, serving bnt on- term amain in
the l 'gialatlve counc la, and only accepting political office
when forced upon him. In 18ft3, the first year of the ad¬
ministration or President Px roe, he was appointed Asso¬
ciate Justice of tho Supreme Gonrt of the United Htatea.
At tha breaking out of lioatilitlaa he retired from that pe¬
tition to abide the action of hla native state. For a month
after the election of Mr. Lincoln he waa actively en¬
gaged in endeavoring to avert tha war then threateningthe two aectlona.
He waa in Waahlngton In March, 1M1, when Messrs.

Forsyth, Crawford and Roman, Comrn.asloners from tha
Confederate States, endeavored to have aii official inter¬
view with I.'n< oln and (-'award. "He was a Union man
until the pol cy of the admtnlKtratlmi rendered Uu.on urn
In the South impossible. " When infonned by Reward of
the demand of the commissioners for recognlt'on be
offered to write to President I>avis and ask him to
"reatraln hla eommiss^ners." Reward authorized him
to oommunleate tlie fact of the intended « varuation of
Fort Sumter to Mr. Davis, but having some double of the
slurrrtly of this notice, he conferred with Judge Nelson,
at whose am gealion and bv whose counsel "he agreed to
be the Intermediary until Bumter waa evacuated " In
bis last Interview with Seward on this question, he waa
led to believe that the "government would not undertake
to supply Sumter w>thout giving notice to Governor Pick¬
ens. " We now quote his own worda (from a letter to
Wm. B. Reed, Kaq., of Pennsylvania, dated August 14,IMS):.
This e»cliid>d th^ matter o( desire, sptf. w|t^ what had ta-

ken ilark, left tfii impression tbrnllf any attempt wersIt would be an open, declared and peaceful offer to supplythe fort, which, beiag resisted by the Csrullnlaos, tha fort
would be abandoned ss a military necessity and to spare the
effusion of Wood.the odium of resistance and of the evacua¬
tion being thrown upon Ui* late administration and the Con¬
federate Mates Had these counsels prevailed.hail the poll¬
er been marked with candor and moderation. 1 am not sure
that even before this the frail might have heen ieen ripening
among the 8!slaa In rem wed relations of kindness and goodwill, to be fo'lowed ere lone by a suitable political and civil
union, adequate to Ule security of both sections at home and
abroad. The Mesa of Ui.Wn and a eomraon coaulry, aa ap¬plied to all the Rules, are new simply obsolete.
Fur several months past Judge Campbell uaa been occu¬

pying the position of Aaalatanl 8e- rotary of War of tho
Confederate Stales, and It la but abe*r Justice to remark.

In thla connection, that no eiec..tlve officer nor employe
of tho gov. rnmeot has applied himself more assldiously
to his duties than thla venerable man He waa at h i
office every night until a lat ho ir, oxamlng and endors¬
ing the paper* submitted to him for Investigation.

n. m. t. nnrrm.
Robert Mercer Taliaferro Hunter was born In Reese*

county, Vs., April 31, 1800, and waa educated at tho
University of Virginia. He adopted the profession of
law, which he practiced In his native county. Al the
age of twenty four he was elected to the House of Dele¬
gates. Hi* first vota bad been glvan for Jackson in 1833,bat the doctrlncs of the proclamation and the
fores MM drove him from ths further support
of Ibe President. In 1897 he wss sleeted a
Representative in Coogrssi, and rendered him¬
self conspicuous In that body by advocating a completedivorce of the government from all banks, whether *tat«
or national In ths succeeding ( ongreas ha was elected
10 the Speakership, khd, at the eloss of his term of ser¬
vice, the usual vote of thsoks was passed without a dis¬
senting voice, In a House of Renreeentatlves which waa,
perhapa, aa atrongly marked by partlxan bitterness aa
any other In ths history of the government. Mr Hunter
took an active part In opposition to the "A mart an sys¬
tem," aa It waa called, which waa advocated by th wliigs,
under the leadership of Mr. Clay, In 1841, He was de¬
feated at the election In IMS, but waa returned again In
1844 He was sa early and earnest advocate of ihe an
neistlon of Tsian.
At the session of 184A-4 ths Oregon question, which

had gradually boen leading the United States and Or at
Britain to ths verge of war, waa formally brought to tho
attention of Congress bv the President. The negotiation
begun by Mr CaThoun had flailed The offer of the United
States government for a oomprnmlse on the line of forty-
nine degress had been refused. A large party In the
onuatry wars for Immediate mesaurea to terminate the
Joint occupancy by the two nations, and for an eicluilve
occupation by the United States of the disputed territory.
Mr H n'er waa nf tlie number of thoae who opposed
theee measures On^ of hla ableat speeches waa mad al
an early period of lh« ssssloa In support of a reaonabie
and fair oomprpmlaa.

In 1844 Mr. Hunt r, In common with other Southern
r-presentallvsa, resisted the celebrated "Wllmnt provl«o," and alao opposed the Incorporation of the acquired
Men ran States Into the tben editing political ayitem.la 1844-47 Mr. Huatsv waa elected United States Sena¬
tor He gave hla oordlal support to the "Clayton Com¬
promise bill," which provided governmentafor the Terri¬
tories of Oregon, California and New Meiloo free from
an? restriction aa to alavery, and haaad on the principleof non Intrvsntlon. It paaaed the Canals, but waa lost
In Ihe House.

W th the ffrat aesslon of Oeneral Taylor'a administra¬
tion the alavery agitation reached a high point of violence.
Mr Huntar took a leeding part In ihe debates and was
willing to agree to any compromise whla b »ho lii save the
honor and the r.ghta of Vlrg.ola and her slater ftotes of
the otilh.
At this session Mr. nnnter delivered sn rlaborate

speech sgslnat the proposition to suspend diplomatic re-
inUoM wiu» >u«m* upw Ute gnmd nf Uts wrouu

Inflicted upon Hungary. Hs was opposed to any inter
ventiou In European politico, and deprecated any de¬

parture from ths policy marked out by Waahingten anil

?t the Maaioa of 1866-41 Mr. Hunter <u mad* chair¬
man of ths Kluance Committee of the Senate. which ha
retained aa long aa be occupied his aeat. In 1*62 be de¬
livered an address In Richmond, tracing the hi.tory of
partial from the foundation or the government, and
urging the soundness of tit* States rights acbool, with
whl<b be had alwaya boon associated
During bla second term In the Senate Mr. Buater sup¬

ported the Kapiaa- Nebraska* bill and Douglas' amend¬
ment thereto, lie was a vigorous opponent of the
Amerioan or "Know Nothing" party. At ths session of
1867-68 he advocated the admission of Kansas into the
Union with the Lecouipton constitution, and was a
member of the committee of comereace which reported
the proposition commonly cal|f4 t(1« "fcuglish bill,"
which was Onally adoptitl of CoHgfe-d.

It la scan; ly neceusury to revert to the part taken by
Mr. Hunter Hi lite proceedings of the session of 1400-41.
After the ele< tlon of Lincoln he clearly foresaw that the
republlcana were determ ued to override tbe ¦ outh, and,
though countenancing as far as be consistently could the
eil'orts which were made to prevent a collision between
the two sections, we do bt not that he felt relieved
when the secession of Virginia authomed bim to vacate
bis seat in the t-enate.

Mr. Hunter was the first representative of the Pro¬
visional Congress of the Confederate States elected by
the State Convention. Ho was subseq entiy appointed

rotary of Mate of the infant republic, and upon his
resignation of that office was elected Senator from Vir¬
ginia in the permanent Congress. Tbe Senate eiectod
him Presidentyrv Um. of that body.a position which he
still holds.

alxxaddsr h. sTSPHoa
Alexander Hamilton "-tepheus was born in Taliaferro

county, Georgia, February 11, 1H1U. He was leit an or¬
phan at the age of fourteen, when kind frends, unso¬

licited, furnished hlin with the means to obtain nu edu¬
cation, all of which he a ibsequently returned with in¬
terest. He prepared himself tor college in nine months,
and gradual d at Frutikl n College in i8;vA He studied
law, and was admitted to practice lu 1835.

In 1838 he was elected to the lower house of the State
Legislature, where he served live years, devoting himself
espe- tally to the Internal luteretL* of his native .-late

In 1830 he was chogon a delognte to ttie commercial
convention at Charleston, wh^re hs made a deep Im¬
pression by his peculiar eloquence.

In 1S42 he was elected to the Senate of his State, and
lft 1843 was elected a Representative in Congress from
Georgia, to whl h poeitlou he was regularly returned,
uutil impaired health compelled him to decline a re¬
election. Mr. St phens was a protnlucut leader of the
whig party In Georgia until the nomination of General
Sootl for the Pr sldency. He then sup|»orkd the
measures and candidates of the democratic party.
In March, 1*64, the Senate b II organizing the Territo¬

ries of Kansas and Nebraska, having passed the Senate,
with i clause repealing the ''Missouri compromise," was
communicated to the House of Representative*, wheie,
after a long debaU*, It wns amended on the 22<1 or May by
the substitution of the House bill, which was the same
aa the Senate b II, omitting tlio prohibition of "alien suf¬
frage," known as the "Clayton amendment." The bill
as amended was passed yeas 113, nays 100. Mr. Ste¬
phen* record shows that ho ailed by his in

iliieuce and familiarity with parliamentary law In cou-
I trlbullug to this result. The Menatc concurred In the

amendment of th« House, and thus the repeal of the
Missouri compromise was consummated. The excite¬
ment and agitation thereby engendered led to the organi¬
sation of the black republican party.

Mr. Stephens delivered a speech before a convention
held in Georgia, in August, 1800, is which he strongly op¬
posed the secession of the State. A portlou ol this speech
was used as a "coinpaigu document" by the Lincoln
party in the United States last year, and was described
by them as "a prudiction of the d solatious and horrors
which would arise from secession. " Mr. Stephens was

undoubtedly opposeil to u dis.-ol .tion of the Iniou; but
when the course of events rendered the rupture Inevita¬
ble, no one more willingly acquiesced in the resumption
by Georgia of her sjvere gnty. lie was 'elected Provls
ional Vice President of tho i ouiederaie Slates', aud whilst
hotting this ]io8itiuu was sent as commissioner to Vir¬
ginia, which had Just passed the ordinance of secession.
Through his agency a treaty was made with the State
Convention, and the State was llnally admitted into the
new confedeiation, provisionally organized at Montgome¬
ry. At the organization of the peruiuaent fco\ eminent
Mr. Stephens was elected Vke 1 resident by the vote of
the people, and is now holding Mint position

In a letter to Senator i-eminw, of Louisiana, dated
Crawfordsville, Georgia, November 6, Mr. Stephens ex¬

pressed himself as lollows:.
On the question of reconduction, I stand now ju«t where

I did In October, 1S61, when I wrote to s guntKman lu un
swrr to a letter from hiin stating lliat I wnt charged with
such sentiments, and desiring lue to give a public denial of it.

I told him. In reply, that I looked upon t. .eh a chaige us no
less an Imputation upon my luseiligeuid than my Iniegrtty.
The Isnue of this war, lu tny jui.gtnent, was subjugation or
Independence. 1 so understood it when tne Slate of (Jeorgl.t
seceded, and It was with a full consciousness of thi» fuel,
with all Its responsibilities, naerltiees aud perils. that 1
pledged myself then and there to stand by her and ner for
tunes, whatever lliey miglit lie, In llie course '.he had ailost-
ed. As for maklns any public denial of such a charge, 1 felt
too much self-respect to do it

The declarations of his position, as above set forth, have
been frequently reiterated during the past few months

THOMAS.
Our Bkitport (Mix.) Corrcipondcnrt.

TUII WII IBM, Jan. 24, 18«.V
The weather la now Ane, though cold and freezing bard.

Deserter* continue to come Into our linea, and. If the
cold continue*, we (ball, no doubt, bare many more.
They report a shortness of provisions, and look lu a d'-
plorablo state. Inhabitant* of this and a4Jolning county
sack the commanding oltlcer'a qoartera daily for sssist-

! anoe, baring In moot Instances lost all tbey possexs d by
guerilla bands, who are overrunning this neighborhood.
The troop* are so elated with their lain success at Na.sh-

rillo that they will hall with plnasuro the order to maroh
to earn fr sh laurel r and add frueli rebel bunnors to thu
many already In th' ir possession hern. The First division,
of Oeneral Smith'* corps, und r command of Hrlgadi'r
General McArthur, hare, at the Assistant Adjutant <1 n

eral's quarters, (Captain ltandall), nearly half the flags that
were taken near Naahrillfc Tbey alio captured more

prlxowra and gun* than any other dlvkion Id lh* first
day'* fight.
Oar Urartlly Spring* (Ala.) Corr**pond-

euce.

H*Ai>qiTAarBRM, Cava i.vtr Coars, 1
OaATnxr Sphiimm, Ala., Jan. ilt, IMS. /

The cavalry stationed here, on<l*r command of Briga¬
dier General Wilson, form an Imposing n ght, he ng
picketed on the various hillsides, and, a* the name of
th* ploi-e Indicate*, having line roada and good wat'r.
Gravelly Spring* I* foui to -d miles from Eastport, np

the Tennessee river. It ha* few Inhabitant* and but few
houses. The vicinity I* very woody. Th* river having
fallen considerably, lb* *t"amboata are now dla hargiag
the most of their supplies at a landing flv* mile* below.

Otisrall Chalmers, Morrow and Roddy
Secede from th* Rebels.

St. Locv, Feb. I, IMS.
The Fadncah correspondent of th* Democrat snys

Oeneral Chalmers, In a speech at Corinth, In tbe early
part of January accused General Hood of wiling blm
oat, eipreseed the opinion that the confederacy bad gone
under; told hi* men tbey oould do a* they pleated, ho
.honld bar* nothing more to do with them, but should
qnll and try to sav* the remainder of hi* property.

It 1* also stated that th* rebel General Morrow *ent a

memag* to a personal friend In the Unloa army, stating
that h* bad lo*t all faith in the rebel leader* and wiahed
to tarrendtr himself to tbe Union commao-ler. B* I*
now waiting near Corinth to ascertain what term* can be

granted to an officer of hi* rank roluntarily returning to
hi* allegiance.

Tlie noted General Roddy 1* also aaid to have applied
for perdoa.

Release of the Crew of the Florida.
Bowr<m, Feb 8, 1M8.

The craw of the rebel steamer Florida, which was cap-
tared in the harbor of Babla by the Unltnd Bute*
steamer Wachusett, have been liberated by order of the
government. Tbey numbered about thirty. They were
taken from Fort warren In a tng and plated on board
the Hrltish steamer Canada, which sailed from tbla port
laat Wednesday for Halifai.

The Mlaaoart State Convention.
Sr. Lome, Feb 8, IMS.

A resolution passed the State Senate yesterday almost
unanimously directing the Jod clary Committee to In¬
quire Into the expediency of railing another Slate Con¬
vention to revise the constitution and make a funda¬
mental la v embracing only the general principle* appli¬
cable to all times and condition* The resolution «a*

prefaced * Ith a preamble declaring that the pree nt Con¬
vention does not appear to answer the eipretatlona of
the loysl people of the Slate, that the delegatee are wast¬
ing time In fruitless debaton, ai>d are considering quso-
lions fur which th* public m n«l I* not prepared
The Convention yesterday and to day was mainly occu¬

pied in discussing tbe motion to siriks out tbe word*
"white male'' In the *ertlon of the coaslltutloo deOnlug
the qualMeeUen for Governor.

Indian Depredation* at Jnleettura.
Sr. Lorn, Feb. 8, !««#

A despatch from Omaka 5 say*, that a large number of
In'ilans have been hovering around Julesi> rg several
dsys; but th* garrison Is too small to atta'n tbem
Tbey attacked the fort, burned th* telegraph oHlce and
8lag* Comiany 's warehouse, conta iilng a large amount
of corn, hav and provision* Tbe station, rooeisttSa of
several buildings, wers reduced u> a* lies A cnn-ider-
able amount of telegraph supplies were sleo dentroyed
An sntlre train was caplif*d we«t of Foft l*r»mle web-
in a week. One man was killed The telegraph being
down, ths partio ilars of the attack on the fort at Jw.os-

an Mt i%\ Iumwiv

FORT FXS: ;»3i;

Arrival and Departure of Cfoaerai
.rant.

CONFLAGRATIONS IN WILMINBTOff.

The Rebel Defence* on Cape Fear
River,

Ac., Ac., Ac.

Mr. Thomti M. Cook's Despatch.
Fori Fishbh, Jan. M, MM.

The arrival of Lieutenant General Orsni, at s late bout
on Saturday evening, created a slight diversion from ths
monotony that bos prevailed hers for tbe past week.
General Orant was accompanied by Mrs. Grant, General
Rawliugs snd Mrs fowling*, General Schofleld, sad * few
other members of the ft They cams ss guests of Mr.
Assistant Secretary Fox, of the Navy, on tk« naval
steamer Rhode Inland, arriving bore st nine o'clock
»n Saturday evening. Tbs party immediately re¬

paired on board the flagship Malvern, where they
w re entertained by Admirul I'orter. General Terry was

also sent for aud went on board the Malvern, where ¦

general consultation was held. Tbe Lieutenant General
renewed personally his compliments and congratulations
to the distinguished heroes of F<>rt Fisher.
Tbe nature of the interview that followed, or Its

results, are. of course, not matters for public specula-
lion. Secretsry Fox and General Barnard, aa well as
General (Irani, admitted their surprise at tbe arhlnvo-
ment that had been wrought here. Their wonder was
only heightened by tlwi hastv and necessarily uuw isfac-
to ry view of the works that could tws obtained at nigtit.
Hie distinguished arty, with the exception of General

Barnard, left at midnight on their return It war a mat¬
ter of regret that the demand* on the lime and attention
01 tlio Lieutenant Genoral were so urgent as to forbid his
tarrying here long eno gh to make a survey of the cap¬
tured works by daylipbt. llotli he and t-ecrotary Ko*
went away more fully satisfied Iban ever with what bad
been a couipitaiied.
The cold weather that has prevailed for the past fort,

night at the North ban rcarliert this latitude to a sufficient
extent to form a tli'n crust of I e on the CapefFear,
which, however, quickly disappeared with tbe morning
S n.

For two day* part vast volume* of black smoke havs
be n seen rising high in the air in the direction of Wil¬
mington, which ha* glv»*u rise to the impression that ths
rebels are burning the vast stores of cotton known to bo
accumulated there. A rer.onno ssance on land and wstsr.
made this afternoon, failed to disclose any diminution of
rebel strength in our front.
The sol'tlcrs of lids command are luxuriating on flsh,

of which the Ca|>e F"-sr river furtilche* an abundant sop-
ply of the tinest varieties A number of *oin«a were cap-
lured with the other effects of Fort Fisher, aud are kept
In constant use, thus materially lesseuir.g the supplies
required o. the Commissary I'e|wrtnieut1 he military situation is wholly unchanged sines last
sr. ounts. Hoke's division of rebels still occupy tbe east
batik of the river, between here and Wilmington, whlls
Fort Anderson, a strong work on the opposite side, Is
karrlKoned l>y til teen hundred veteran rebel troops. The
r.ver on boili banks is lined with detached earthwork*,,
carrying artillery, In front of each of which torpedoes
ace numerously planted In the river, with clectrical appa¬
ratus on sbore for their explosion.
Pisrca are Industriously circulated at ths Worth,

doubtless for llie purpose of destroying tbe existing bar-
mouv between the army and navv, roHecliug upoa th*
braferv o' Admiral Port or, and impntiug u> him, bjr
intonation, sordid motivus as h's cbi f guidance. This
P>H savs that it is po*slb!c he will mo e on Wilmington
»luc "ir* scents a nrtton bale" In that direction. Cer¬
tainly no olticer In lius war has shown less of sordid mo¬
tives thas Admiral Porter. The pri»» money awarded 10
him by tbo admiralty court* during hi* earn*

palgns on the M.ssi.'*ip|i river amounted to
upwards of sixty thousand dollar*, every cent of which
he generously passed over to the gallant sailors of his
command The share of prise money ooming to him
for the destruction of the Albemarle, accomplished bf

i his instructions, will amount to several thousands of
dollars. This he has, in anticipation, made svsr to
Lieutenant Pushing as a personal tribute to s deserving
officer and a gener ns recognition of heroic Mtrvtras It
is well known that Admiral Porter, to tills day, has not
drawn a cent of the prtzc money 4 e bim for the capture
of the n' morons valuable prtz * taken In the blockade of
this i>ort under his administration. All this prtxe money
ainou ntlng in the aggregate to man) thousands of dollars.
indeed lo a considerable fortune, wli.cb Is legally, Justly,
morailv and honestly due bint. No one nan dispute htt
clsltn to It. Ths fact that II I* due him Is of Itself an
e< Idence of tbe faithfulness with which he has discharged
the duties of h ¦ office. Were a leas sum due him there
woulu be greater grounds for assault upon his eflciencr.
His magnanimity Is therefore ths more onspieuou* to
declining to apply to h.s own aggrandisement ths wealth
that so righteously belongs to htm.

It Is. however, a qneenon for the politicians to deter*
mine whether a deeper motive thm mere personal hos¬
tility to Admiral I'orter does not lis at the bass of tbo
/"¦ it i assaults on linn. Way it not he a fo.st.uity to any.
thing nsval, growing out of ths unfortunats naval expe¬
rience of ooe of the editors of that papoif
Since i he troop* composing this expedillno loft th#

J.imcs rt>er they have been without mails Pavers!
etfo-ts have bean mad . to procure ths mails so long over¬
due, but, although we are but thirty six hours sail froi*
Fortress Monroe, nothing Is yet forthcoming. Then cer¬
tainly most l>e remissness somewhere. Can anybody tall
where tbe blame lies?

RICHMOND.
Mr. Theodore C. Wllwn'i Deapatcfc,

Ci'iuw Coin, Army m tri ("ofmio, 1
Jim 30, 1M6. J

moMonos* im tni tfxni *tw um cavalby.
Thin regiment, having been rem u>d up to lb* mail-

mum Htandard, Lieutenant Colonel M II. Avery *>a a
few day* ago inuate red Id a» Colonel, vice Colonel Wllllan*
lrvlue promoted to Adjutant General of the 8(al« of Now
York. Captain and A<i .itatit Adjutant General P. L.
Tromaln him b««n promoted lo 8II the vacancy of I.lea-
teruint Colonel. Captain* M H Winn and W A. *nyd«r
have been promoted to majnrihip*. Lieutenant t. 3.
Bhavar haa been promoted la Adjutant of the regiment.
Other change* have been m tde aa folio wa:~-Lle«tenaal
O. H Hlevena, promoted to regimental commlneary;
Lieutenant Perry, promoted to captain of Company A|
I.leutcnant G. D. Brnk rolT, captain Company B, Lieu-
tenant E Hartwell, captain Company 0; l.leutenaat C.

B Pratt, captain Company H ; Lieutenant J. J." Van Tuyl,
captain Com|<any K Lieutenant Jamee fc Rrynolde. cap-
.tin Company L, Seconal Lieutenant* rimmae Kennedy
and John T Pratt. promoted to rtrnl llcutenauta, Hoepl.
tai Steward John E Cow lea promoted to wvond Haute(!.
ant; bcrgcanl Major J. It lluffum, iW.eant Calvl«
Nova*, and private II. IL Pennoyer, promoted to aeooud
lieutenant*.

wito^ton" m or«m anrntaxra.
Major William A. Corrle, promoted lo Lieutenant Coj-

onei of the EUhtb reanavlvanta cavalry: Captain R 8.
Tbomaa, promoted to Major to the Flrat Pennsylvania
cavalry , Lieutenant Colonel J. B. M. Young, promoted
to Colonel of the Fourth Pennsylvania caval^ ; Mnjor A,

P. Ituncan, promoted u> lieutenant Colonel intlieaame
regiment. Lieutenant Colonel W C. Newbury, promoted
to Colonel of the Twenty fourth New York aval ry; Major
Kli harda. promoted to the Lieutenant Colonelcy of the
aame regiment Second Lieutenant Jamee T Clancy, pro.
moled lo Flrat Lieutenant and Adjutant of the Ftrat New
Jeraev cavalry; Major M H Roaumont, promoted 19
Lieutenant Colonel of the Flret New Jeraey cavalry;
Captain J H Hart, prom- le i to malor, aame regiment*.
Second Lieutenant H»i Jamlo F. Hweat, promoted Id
Or«t lie tenant and regimental auartermaeter in 'he
Second New York cavalry- Malor 0 B. Knowlea. pro.
moied to colonel in the Twenty drat Penneylvanla
cavaJry Captain Paul Chadbo me promoted major, and
A^aManl Surgeon Ilora e vtevena, promoted Burgeon In
the Flrat Maine cavalry, Lieutenant Colonel Hugh H.
Jan"way haa been promoted Colonel of the Ftrat New
Jeraey cat airy.
Arrival of ¦ome of Noaky'e Gang U Prl«

aonera at Baltimore.
»«, Feb. J, 1IH.

The eight o'clock train laat evening from Harper*
Berry brought op one hundred and len rebel prtaonera
who were landed at the Relay and thence tent by rpeclal
train to Waahlngtnn They belonged lo

and were raptured firing a re. ent raid by tlial redoubt-
able horae thief upon our llnea In the BhenaaUoah Val.

ley while Oen Sherl.ian waa abaenl on a rwumilanetWA.

They thought te eat. h our men capp'ng AU of tha
pri aonera are In wreiched condition and nearly n<donna
were no terribly freat »t ten^ *3*
that ihey eould acareely «lt. The** Johnnlen *ay
they are tired and »i k of the war nod are glad te ga%
out of It even aapriaonera.

from New Orleane and Cairo.
Camo Feb 8, 1MB.

The ateamer Qanry Amea bring* New Orleans date* la

thA.?mira" Lee *nd utafT arrived al New Orleana en the
fla'%-*hl»' Hlack Hawk.

Coi> -o leea active, aalee of 1J0 baled at 70a, food orrll-
nary 73 .« rt«-t it Idling 80*. R ceipla of the waell
ea imp «*ih. 2.7J* balea eiporta \M»0 bale*, alock oa

hand nolmilng on aliipbnard. 5,474 balea. Sugar WHO.
a ?i',c mnlaaac* |1 04 a II MX Cotton freight* M
New Vork Ho.
The uhlo nver le fnll of Ice, nalng alowly. T**tenia»

haiaa MUutt nrritad feua. mcaUl l* tiWW*


